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man. The ftory begtns with Romulus and Judea was a province to Romie, the State of 
Remus, twin brothers, one of whom acquired | the world was very deplorable. In general 
|the abfolute matftery over the little village ithe whole world lay in wickednefs. ‘This is 
_R | of Rome, by confuiting the gods, and putting mentioned by feveral of the apoftles. Paul 
ELIGIOUS urserry is what my | his brother to death, and it proceeds to Czxfar, gives an affecting defcription of the State of 

heart rejoices in, and what I long for all) whofe ambition of abfolute dominion caufed | the Gentiles, before t they obeyed the gofpel, 
me 7 to enjoy. Jam bound asa lover of man- | the death of a million of the human fpecies, | in thefe words; “ Being fil Ned with ail un- 
cind, to inftru@ them, and teach them the | as well as his own affaffination. Within this |t rhteou{nels, Tg wickeduefs, covet- 
1ature of it, according to my ability, and the | government was fomething called religion, in- lou maliciouln 7 full of envy, murder, 
PP yrtunity given me to do it. This is « the | troduced " fraud, and impofe d onthe people | debate, deceit, malignity, whifperers, backbt- 
lorious liberty of the children of God ;” be-| by force. The Romans knew that what was | ters, haters of God, defpiteta 11, proud, boatters, 
sun here, to be completed at the refurreétion | called religion among them was a cheat, and_ inventors of evil things, difobedient to parents, 
of the jult. This 1s that rtserty which the! yidiculed the pretence, that the inflitution was without underftanding, covenant breakers, 
Son of God proclaimed to captives—founded |divine. Gibbon fays, ‘* The various modes without natural affetion, implacab'e, unmer- 
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c on the perfect law of tizerty ; where with} of worthip, which prevailed in “the Roman 'ciful ; who, knowing the Judgment of God, 
‘ Chrift makes free indeed. | world, were all confidered by the people e- that they which commit fuch thi gs are worthy 
“ This Liberty was firit preached by Jefus; qually true; by the pape ier, as equally ;of death not only do the fame, but have 
; Chriit, next by his apoftles, who learnt ‘of him,! false; and by the magiftrate as equally use-| pleafure in them that do them.” Rom. i, 29, 
and was known and enjoy ed by the chriftians | ful.”’ | O, 31, 32. How wretched mutt a j le be 

in the days of the apoitles. | When Jefus Chrift was born, the land of in fuch a lituation! the Epittles to the Cor- 
There were at the time when Jefus Chrift} Canaan was a Roman Province, having been inthians and Ephefians mention the fame 
begun to preach this Liberty,two things which | ¢, mquered by Pompey. And thou; gh they | | things. Surely at that time, the world by 

b appeared againit its fpreading in the world. | 'had aking, the Roman Emperor was his| wifdom knew not God. 
‘ One was, the ftate of the Gentiles under the| mafter. ‘Their king, (Herod) was a cruel The State of the Jews was no better, accor- 


monnat government ; theo other was, the ftate | mon! er, as is evident from his ordering the , ding to the writings of the Evangelilts ; the 
, > . , nae 1 2 . . . . . 
of the Jews under the law of Mofes, and the| male children in Bethlehem to be put to death. | new teflament defcribes the Jews when Chri 


tradition of the Elders. | He butchered almoft all his own family, killed | was on earth as a wretched race. The gov- 
n order to give a : c ae : ‘ 

In order to gi a fair de {cription of the | his uncle, put to death hits three fon iS, Mur der- ;ernors were unprincipled tools of pagan 

power, ghry, an d exceilen cy-of this kind of /ib- ed two high prielts, depoled four more, flew brawss'y the chief priefis were Sad lucees, whe 


erty, 1 it will be proper to give a fhort defcrip- all the Sanhedrim excepting two ; fined, pun-| denied a future State; the expofitors of the 
tion of the Roman rere and of the! ifh ed, and killed the pharifees, and formed in| law rendered the text obfcure by their trach- 
government of the Jews when Chrift was on | his dying illnefs, the moft barbarous defign' tions; thofe hungry hypocrites, the Pharilees, 
earth, and the general State of the Jews and | that ever diferaced the heart of man. 53. ' were the guides ‘of the common people - and 
Gentiles under thefe two governments, that | knew the Jews held himin execration, andhe the people themfelves were abominable and 
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each one may be convinced that this Liverty forefaw they sais rejoice at his death. He difobedient,and to every good work reprobate. 





> ' peal ‘ {. Ty) he Tf 9 » - £ . rr . e, . ~ . > 
Tam {peaking of ts * from | ees therefore fent for the heads of the moft em- Their own hiltorians fay all this ofthem. Let 
. ae } . a ; fos a “ ; ¢ n ae 
At the birth of Chrilt, the Roman Empire | inent families in Judea; fhutthem up in Jeri-, any poe read the 23d. of Matth. & he muff 
a ¢ -,12 * YY y+} 1, 2 eo , "> ( ' ec Cc 
extended in length above three thouland miles, | cho, and left orders that as foon as he fhould be convinced of the wretched ftate of that 


_TY is » 1% . ‘ Aye +1 he (t » ° ‘ 7 
m the river £uporates in the ealt, to the | be dead the foldiers fhould put every one of nation, “an mult acknowledge what Paul has 
weltern ocean. In breadth it was more than | them to the {word, for this, faid he, will oblige faid, Rom iii, 9, “ For-ave have before proved 


wey +} ec @ ) ™ as 
; t W thoufand miles ; 3 al ict the Wi hole con fiited the Je Ws ID ev ery family all Ove! the land to both Jews and Gentes, that they are all 
{, of above fixteenhundred thoufand f{quare miles. | go into mourning at my ceath whether they; under fin.” 
th ree cctte site en a sila na pat ¢ , ; / : oo ‘ ‘ 
ihis vait extent was divided into provinces. | will or no. The tyrant expired a few hours — fing things had gone on in the man 


Phis extended territory lay between the twen- | after, the fentence was not executed, and the ner they were going when Chrill firft begat 
ty fourth & the fifty fixth de ‘gree Of north lati-! pation rejoiced at their deliverance. ‘The j|to pre ach 3 wl hat mutt have been the State of 
tude, the moft defirable part of the temperate Jews complained to Augufius at Rome, that | the inhabitantsof the earth now : | Dreadful be 
zone, and in general produced all the con-| they had fuffered as much as ifa wild beatt yond d e{cription! With this view of the State 
veniences and Rextries = en had reigned over them. [See Jofephus, | of the world, how full of meaning, compathon, 

L tbuft afin and injuftice were the prinel iples Ant. ] “While the Jews were under the Ro-! and love mutt the words of our Lord Jefus to 
“= hich this mighty E mpire arofe ; exthuft- mans they pretended to obferve the law of Nicodemus appear when he faid ; John iii, 16, 
afr. Sor the founders preten deda divine com-| Mofes, but were in fa& in fubje&ion to the “ For God fo loved the world, that he gave 
IT 
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mation, & inpuflice, f leaving arts & iciences | traditions of men. his only wag eaten Son, that whofoever believeth 
to other they made the government of the What mult be the State of the world un-!in him fhou'd not perith, but have everlahing 
world the fole profeflion of the Rate. From! ger fach covernments, and fuch rulers ? life.’ At fuch a time as this it was, that 
; thete two thi ings May be found perfonal quar-| Dreadful eyond defcription; tar, very far Jefus faid, “ the fpirit of the Lord is upon me, 
rels, domeitic broils, fkirmithes with their from that liberty proclaimed in the Gofpel. | becaule he hath apnointed me te preach the 
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Gofpel to the poor; he hath fent me to heal | 
the brok 
the captives, and recovery of fight to the blind, 
to fet at L, perty them that are brui fed, to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
tv, 18, 19. ‘Lhe above defcription of the 
world thews us why there were fuch characters 
as thefe tir fais text, who ~— help and could 
f; rom the So of Cod who 
could make them tree aad 

This view of the fubject will prepare t 
minds of the attentive readers to learn in fu- 
ture numbers, what that religious Liberty is 
which Chrift preached ;—iiow it took place, 
how it fpread, and how thofe conducted who 
were blefled withit. God almighty grant 
that thofe who read this, m: 1 underitand the 
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For THE HERALD. Jreetown, March 11, 1809. 
Letter from Publius Lentulus, to the Senate 
Rome, concerning "Fefus Chrifi, Written at 


the time he preached in Judea. 

[rrom a periodical work entitled the Ber, 
now publifhed in Edingburgh, by Dr. James 
Anderfon 


* THereE appeared in thefe our days a man 
of great virtue, named Jesus Curist, who is 
yet living among us, and of the Gentiles is 
accepted for a prophet of truth, but his own 
Jifciples call him the Son or Gop; he raifeth 
the dead and cureth all manner of difeafes ; 
aman of ftature fomewhat tall and comely 
with a very reverend countenance, fuch as the 
beholders may both love and fear. 
ts of the colour of a chefnut full ripe, plain to 


en hearted, to preach deliverance to | 


Herald of Gospel Biberty. 
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town, when in 
following 
Sev- 


A certain man from Free 
Europe, was acquainted with the 
circumitance, which took place there. 

eral men had offended their king, and for their 
crime were fhut up in prams and a man was 
hired to keep them. 
impriloned, now and then one petitioned to 
the kin g for a pardon ; whenever any one pe- 
titioned for a pardon he always obtained it 


| through the hands of the j uiler, who carried 


pei 


SE 


His hair | 


his ears, whence downwards it is more ori-' 


ent, curling and waving about his fhoulders ; 
in the midft of his head is a feam or partition 
of his hatr after the manner of the Nazarites ; 
his forehead plain and very delicate ; his face 
without {pot or wrinkle, beautiful with a love- 
ly red; his nofe and mouth fo formed that 
not hing an be reprehended ; his beard thick- 
ith. in colour like his hair, not very long but 
forked ; his look innocent and mature; his 
eyes grey, clear and quick; in reproving he 
he is terrible, in admonifhing, courteous and 
fair fpoken,—pleafant in converfation, mixed 
with gravity ;it cannot be remembered that 
any have feen him laugh, but many have feen 
him weep. In proportion of body moft ex- 
cellent ; ‘bis hands and arms molt delectable 
to behold ; in {peaking very temperate, mod- 
eft and wife. A man for his fingular beauty | 
jurpaffing the children of men.” 


‘his is the Man th’ exalted Man, 
Whom we untfeen adore ; 

Bet when our eves behold his face, 

Our hearts fhall love him more.~—Watts. 


| believing. 


| 
| 


' 


| dained 


i - 
f tho rath 
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at the prifon, 


he petition and brought the pardon. At 
length the jatler found, if he did fo he fhould 
foon be out of bufinefs, for the prifon would 
foon be empty, he therefore told them there 
were no more pardons, for they were not the 
kings favourites. 
or fome time they thought it was fo ; but 
one ie one who had been pardoned called 
to fee his former companions, 
'and afked them why they did not petition for 
a irdon and be free; they replied, that the 
jailer faid t here were no more pardons, as they 
ot the kings favourites. Ah! faid he, 
the ja ‘ays fo to obtain a living by keeping 
you here; you may all be free if you will pe- 
tition to the king, you petition, and I will 
carry it to him, and I am fure he will pardon 
you all. As foon as they petitioned, the king 
fent and liberated them all,and reftored them 
to favour. 
This conduc of the jailer reprefents the 
calviniftic preachers. ‘They are hired by the 
year to te Il people, there are a few pardons 


n 
ailer 


| laft number, I 


$n ew} 


In the time of being | 





According to what was mentioned in the 
fhall now attend to the fourth 
en mentioned there; viz. The manner 
ich the minifiers of the £ofpel are to be fup- 
ported 
‘There are two extremes which ae have 
run into upon this part of the fubje& ; Onc is, 
to hire preachers at fo much pr. year ; the 
other extreme iS, to leave the matter at loofe 
for every individgal to help or not, juft as he 
pleafes. Both of thefe extremes are wrong, 
being contrary to the law of Chrift, the head 
of the church One extreme has generally 
lead to the other. Every denomination who 
have come out from others, have done it to 
obtain more liberty than could | be enjoyed in 
the denomination they left. Thofe who hav 
left any denomination have: in general com- 
plained of Airelings who oppreffed them, con- 
trary to the gofpel rule. To illuftrate this, 
[ will go no further back than to the baptift 
denomination; a oa »whoin New Englandin 
particular, held i abhorrence the sir: ba g plat 
among the clergy. They exclaimed in pul . 


lic & private agaii san the neceflity of a colier : 


for the King’s favourites, and that there is. 


none for the reft. While people believe them, 
they remain in bondage. When one comes 
along juft redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, 
what does he ay! ! his languge i is this, why do 
you remain here 
fays we are not Elected,or if we are we fhall be 
faved, if not we were made to be damned. 
He fays it is wicked for finners to pray, there- 
fore we hire him to do it. But hear the Jan- 
guage of the free-born foul; your minifter 
does it to obtain a living, you all petition and 
a pardon will be given, for ** whofoever fhall 
call upon the name of the Lord fhall be fav- 
ed,” the fame Lord over all is rich unto all 
who call upon him, for whofoever fhall call 
upon the name of the Lord fhall be faved.” 


? They anfwer, our minitter | 
| 


| leffon which was eafily learnt. 


when the poor captives believe this tettimony & | 


look to Jetus, they immeditaley find peace in 
To know how free pardons are, 
let us hear what the redeemed fay concerning 
it, and not hearken tothe voice of fuch avari- 
cous hirelings, whe care not for the flock. 


THE PREACHER. 


SERMON, 4 No. XI. 
5 Cor. IX. 14. £x he ath the Lord or- 
l, that they wh. ; b aa “/ L£ofpe L/bould live 


j 
} 


oe in order to preach ap aintt read 
9 in ameeting houfe inftead of _— aching ;-~- 
me again{t being hired to preach by the year, 
and againf{ having any human law to bind 
people to fupport them. They called - 

cle ergy who did fo, Airelings who cared not fc 
ihe theep ;x—w. olves, feeding themielves inite sa 
of feeding the flock; and greedy dogs that 
could never have enough s—and faid th ey 
wanted no falary ;—from this people conclud- 
ed that to offer them any thing, would be 
ufing them very ul, and in fact impofing on 
them. In this way the preachers brought 
themfelves and families into difficulty. They 
needed a fupport, while traveling to preach 
they could not earn any thing, and they had 
taught their brethren not to help them, a2 
Some of them 
would go home and work a while, and then 
travel and preach, under many embartra‘t 
ments. At lait they come to this conclufion ; 
“ I am certainly called to preach the goipe! 5 
I cannot preach and be confined to work on 
my farm or my fhop at the fame time ; | will 
agree to preach for fo much. each year ; this 
people are willing for.” ‘The next thing was 
how fhall it be done? By a fubfeription ; for it 
will not doto drive people. They foon f und 
that fubfcriptions failed, for more were willing 
to fubfcribe thanto pay. ‘he next plan wasy 


to be incorporated, and inltead of being a re- 
ligious company, they became a polit: cal’ bod yy 
a tax is made, and now they muli pay. Some 


had their cattle taken and fold to pay a bapti 
munuilter 5; one W hen they could not P ly, Wi uld 
take notes of the people, in exchange for preach- 
ing. Thefe are facts. 

What is the confequence ? 
the baptilt minifters are become A/relings 


Why, many of 
: give 


| them fo much by the year, they go, they Hay 3 






























if they do not have > the fum they gO to an- 
other place. What calls them to a place?. 
Money. What keeps them there ? Money. | 
Wh. it is their greatelt obje€&t among the peo- | 
ple: > Money. What makes them oppofe trav- 
e'ing preachers in the fame way the clergy | 
once oppoled them? Money. 
eaule of their being fo ufelefs.as they are in gen- 
eral? Money. They on thisaccount fwerved 
trom the truth. 


Herald of Gospel sLiberty. 


What is the | 


‘ is 
he caufe of ail this 1s, not att- 


ending toa middle way between thefe extiemes, | 
As it is plain that the Lord has ordained | 


that they who preach the gofpel fhould live of 


the goipel ; the only way 1 know of, to have 
it done fo that no one may be eafed and an- 


other burdened. but all bear their part andvall ' 


be helped, is this ; 

a The circumfiances of the traveling preachers 
miuft be known by the churches. ‘here are fome 
preachers who are not called to travel much, 
and’ do not want much help, except what they 
receive from their brethren where they live, 
or from the bufinefs they follow. There are 
fome, who poffefs fo much property that they 
Jo not need any help from their brethren ; but 
one able and willing to help thofe who ftand 
in need. 

Thofe in general who travel are unable to go 
on in their part of the work, without help trom 
thofe they labour amon 

2 The beff way I know of to help thofe who 
travel, when it is known by the churches that they 
need help, is, either by a public , 
the churches keeping fomething ready in the hands 
ef the treafurcr, ( I'he deacon) that he may help 
them as there needs and that of their fant tilies re- 


en 


quire at that time 
ren are quite aveife to public contributions, 
and if the other method was adopted there 
would be no need of it. If all the churches 
would lay by them, as God has profp-red 
them, how eafy it would be for the traveiing 
preachers to go through all the churches, and 
to many other places, | where as the ftate of our 
affairs now are, they cannot go. 

Allowing that each of the Chriftian Churches 
in New- England, and at the Sy uth fhould give 
to each traveling preacher according to their 
abilities, and the wants of the preachers, how 
foo would both be relieved. Many of our 
brethren complain, that the preachers do not 
vilitthem. Whatis the reaion? Becaufe they 
cannot do it without leaving their families to 
fuffer.. When they come, the brethrou afk, 
where have you been? Why have you ttay ed 
away foloug? Uhey anfwer, [ coulu ic. come 
fooner. 


» do a piece of work out of town to earn it ; 
another, [ had to make a fuit of clothes that 
J might leave fonething for my famuy while 
Lam zoue. Another, "| had ieveial pair of 
fhoes to mike. or furfer. Another. I pad tro 
do mv painting thas fomeraing miy be vrow- 
me white Tam travesagz, &c; Now if eich 


body agree to do fomeshing 


hure > 4 - 
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for the traveling preachers as they nee ed, all | 
thefe things would be prevented, and the 
minds of the preachers greatly relieved. There 
are none bu. might help 50 or 100 cents, fome 
/might give them two or three dollars, and in 
this way, they would have more preaching, 

and that anxiety which many preachers feel, | 
would be removed. 

I think the method the Friends, (called 
Quakers) proceed in is jut, which is this, as 
one told me. When their preachers travel, 
they fupport them, and thei: families as they 
are in need ; when on their journey, whatever 
is wanting, 1s dealt out from place to place. | 
When they are at home and not engaged in 
preaching, they attend to their bufinefs and 


‘families, and are not fupported by the reft to 


live in idlenefs. This is the beft way I know 
of to have the traveling preachers idupported 


J. 2 


| according to the law of liberty. 


contribution, or by’ 


| paper will be ¢ 
Some of our trav eling breth- | 


My Brethren, if any one of you can fhewa 
more excellent way, be fo Kind as to commu. 
nicate it to me, and I will endeavour to make 
it public. It is now time that we act upon 
thefe things as a body, that each one may | 
have an equal part in the burdens and bletlings | 
in being united for the good of mankind, and 
the mutual comfort of each other. 

A general meeting of all the Chri/tian minif- 
ters in New E engl: ind is talked of. It is ex- 
pected they will be requeited to meet in Ports- 
mouth, N. H. about the firft of next June, at 
which time it is hoped this and other things 
concerning the whole, will be attended to. 
When this mecting is agreed on, notice in this | 
given to “the Elders and breth- 
ren in feajon, Shae the y may make arrange- 
ments for meeting each other in the name of | 


the Lord. “Finally brethren, whatioever 


‘things are true, whatfoever things are honeft, 


What is the reafou ? One mutt an- | 
fwer, lowed fome money, and was obliged | 


| from their ios in 


tye town, 17 


+ 
, 


Whatiocver things are ju! t, whativever things 
are pure, whatioever things are lovely, wh 
{cever things are of good rep Ort 5 if there be 
any virtue, if there be any praife, think on 
thefe things.” Amen. 

N. B. Ut és fome expected that Br. Guiry, 
from Virginia, will aitend this wiceting 
templation. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Amidt all the diftrefs of nations at the pre- 
fent day, God is reme mberin: ge mercy and vil- 
iting many places with th wers of he: wvenly 
bicflings. In different parts of our country, 


many whe were engaged in finful puriuits, 
! are now turned to the Lord, and are rejoicing 
. ; j } “~<_ . 1 

in him who his loved them aad wafhed them 


ns own blood. 


Tit this town the gond werk aees-on, fev- 
‘ tnrs ul wn ii Lou © WwW oY _.-2 eS ily iv 


er | fince our iafk, appear to be fet at libert 
in Wells, a good!v number have been born tn. 
to the kiunvdom of ‘ate. In the north p ut of 


7 have owned Chriit in bapttm, 


|a good! 
o 


| ces, yours,” &e. 
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Tuefday 
» there, who are late- 
ly born into the kin; dom, thefe with Q Mare 
have agreed to have Chrihas their only M/a/- 
iter, the new teltament their only raf, the 
| name chri/fian, their only n: ime, and to endeav- 


and are now. happy in the Lord. 
| March, 14, Lt bapitz od 


our to keep the unity of the | pirit in the bond 
of peace. They aré happily a ited in Chrilt ; 
God grant that party names and a party ipirs 
it may mever divide them. 


We hear good tidings from Woolwich, and 
Edgcomb, (Maine) that a goodly number are 
turned to the Lord. A brother from Wiicat- 
jet gives the following account. “ In Wool- 
wich, about 5 miles to the eitward from here, 
there is a glorious reformation, it has been an 
hardened place this many years. Eldr. Stinch- 
held felt an impreffion upon his mind (being $ 
at Parker’s Hland) to g0 to Woolwich and: 
preach 7 days, and fee if the walls of that Jer= 
icho would not fall ;. and glory to God! they 
fell before the 7 days were owt. ‘There are 
y number brought to experience the 
truth as it is in Jefus. Several little children, 
fome youth, fome middle aged, and fome in 
old age are rejeicing in the love of God. In 
E.¢pgcomb the other fide of the river, is a glo- 
rious work of God. Dear brother, the fing- 
ing of birds is come almott to us MVifcafet fin- 
ners; and I truft in God the time is not tar 
off when we fhall hear the fongs of the redeem 
ed here.” 


—— ee 


A brother from Freetown, in a letter to the 
Editor, dated March 9, gives the following 
plealing account. © “ There is a good work in 
Swantey, (Mafl) 10 have been baptized there, 
and & more are to he baptized thisday. Eldr. 
Hix has been there twice, and there was a 
mefienger from there this day after him and 
Br. Plummer to come over and help. The 
attention there to hear the word is great. They 
have of late found out by hearing them preach, 
that all who repent and believe the gofpel may 


be faved. The new tound of: a free gof- 
pel which has reached thetr ears, has caucht 
their attention Ina remarkable manner. Such 


overturns are enomae to furpriie every man 


who sf ee to thik tor himtelf. Ina num- 
ber of places within the compats of my knowl- 
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